The study examines 
INTRODUCTION
The world is currently facing multiple problems of food scarcity, global warming (resulting in climate change) and low pricing of crude oil, culminating in global economic recession. Nigeria as a nation is not however insulated against this global crisis considering her position in crude oil exportation and grain importation alike. The World Bank reports that global food prices rose 83% over the last three years and the Food and Agriculture Organization cites 45% increase in their world food price index during the past nine months (Eric and Loren, 2008) . Biofuels have also forced global food prices up by 75% for more than previously estimated. Grains have been diverted away from food to fuel. For example, over a third of U.S corn is now used to produce ethanol; about half of vegetable oil in Europe goes towards the production of bio diesel (Aditya, 2008) .
The implication of this recent trend is that, developing countries like Nigeria whose economy rely solely on importation of grains, particularly rice, for the feeding of their teeming populations have to go back to the drawing board to formulate more pragmatic policies capable of turning the food production pendulum back to their side.
For sustainable agricultural development in Nigeria, there is an urgent need for a more rapid transformation from subsistence farming to a more commercialized one, involving the ETHODOLOGY ried out in Irepodun Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara state, Nigeria.
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Vol. 13 (1) June, 2009 application of modern technology (Adisa, 2005) . The agricultural future of most of the developing countries may be bleak if the bulk of the production efforts are left in the hands of aged subsistent farmers who presently constitute the major farming population. The productivity level of the aged farmers can not meet the food and fibre needs of the rapidly growing population and they will definitely phase out on the account of age (Cook, 1996) .
The youth at present, constitute about 60% of Nigeria's population and have over the years made significant contributions to National Development (Vision 2010 (Vision report, 2005 . Unfortunately, the present environment makes it even more difficult to explore their full potential in agricultural production in order to stimulate the interest of our youth in agricultural production; government has to put in place certain measures that will eliminate the associated constraints in the sector. Involvement of youth in agricultural production has suffered nationally in recent years especially in the rural areas (Russel, 2001) . Despite the fast growing opportunities in this sector, it is alarming and quite incredible to see many rural youths opting out of farming in search of non-existed white-collar jobs in the cities, leading to unprecedented level of rural-urban migration. This is obviously a potent threat to the aspiration of government to achieve food security by 2010.
The over-all effect of this scenario is that more Nigerians are going hungry by today and resources that could be used to improve on our infrastructures are spent on importation of food into the country. There is therefore a compelling need to boost and sustain youth's interest and participation in agricultural production activities. A study of the constraints faced by youths in agriculture is a step is thus expedient. This study thus seeks to provide answers to the following research questions:
(1) What are the youth's socio-economic characteristics?
(2) What are the factors militating against youths in agricultural production?
Objectives of the study
The general objective of the study is to identify the constraints to youth involvement in agricultural production in Kwara State, Nigeria.
The specific objectives are to;
(1) Examine the youths socio-economic characteristics;
(2) Identify the factors militating against youth participation in agricultural production.
Hypothesis of the study
There is no significant relationship between factors militating against youth and their involvement in agricultural production.
H A: There is significant relationship between factors militating against youth and their involvement in agricultural production.
M
The study was car The LGA was purposively chosen from the 16 LGAs in the State on the basis of its vast arable land which supports the cultivation of wide varieties of crops (KWSG, 2007 A structured questionnaire was used to elicit information from the respondents. Descrip statistics involving the use of frequency percentages, mean scores and ranking order were used to analyze data. Chi-square analysis was used to test the stated hypothesis.
Measurement of Variables
Age of respondents was me career ambition and father's occupation. The perceived constraints to farming, which were identified during reconnaissance survey, were measured a statements on a 3-point Likert-type scale. Respondents were required to indicate their levels of agreement/disagreement with the statements and consequently scored. The three levels were: Agree (3) Undecided (2) Disagree (1). There were 17 constraints listed on the questionnaire. Therefore, the maximum possible score for a respondent was 51, while the minimum possible score was 17.
Participation in agricultural production was measured as the active parti combination of the following farming activities: pre-planting, post-planting, harvest and postharvest. Respondents were thus categorized into those who participated in none, one, two, or all the three activities.
R Socio-economic Characteristi
As shown in Table 1 , majority (73.3%) of the respon years, while 11.7% of them were between the ages of 18-20. This implies that respondents were mainly youths, going by definition of youth as a person aged between 12 and 30 years by the Vision 2010 Report (2005) . Table 1 also shows that 50.8% of the respondents were males while the remaining 48.2% were females. The sex distribution gave room for a balanced opinion from both sexes of the respondents. Also from Table 1 , 20% of the respondents wanted become lawyers, 13.3% chose teaching, 28.3% were to become Engineers while the remaining respondents choice were Military (3.3%), farmers (10.0%) Accountants (1.7%) and 1.8% went for unspecified professions. The high preference for non-agricultural based professions could be traced to the youth perceived low lucrative of farming.
The Table also showed that, 20% of the responde traders, 3.3% farmers, and 36.7% were teachers. This implies that, very few of the respondents were from farming background and this might have affected their overwhelming choice of careers outside agriculture. 
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Perceived constraints to participation in agriculture among respondents
Respondents identified a wide range of constraints they perceived to militate against their active participation in agricultural production activities. Table 2 revealed that inadequate credit facilities (x=2.88), poor returns to agricultural investment (x=2.67), lack of agricultural insurance for produce during glut period (x= 2.67) and lack of access to tractors and other farm inputs (x=2.48) were the major constraints that have militated against respondents' active participation in agriculture. Table 3 summarizes the results of the chi-square analysis used to test the stated hypothesis, which was to determine whether or not there were significant differences in the perceived constraints and participation in agricultural production among the respondents. Table 3 reveals that, at 0.05 level of significance, nearly all the constraints had significant relationship with level of participation in agricultural production activities among respondents. Indeed, only two (agricultural insurance and parental consent) out of the sixteen constraints were not significantly related to the levels of participation in farming among respondents. Parental consent was not a significant factor perhaps due non-interference by parents of respondents on the participation in agriculture among their wards. Similarly, the non-significance of 'agricultural insurance' as a perceived constraint to respondents' level of participation in farming activities might be due to relative unpopularity of agricultural insurance in the study area. However, the significance relationship between level of participation in agricultural production and the other listed constraints suggests that the level of participation in agriculture among youths in the study area is still beleaguered with a lot of constraints.
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Hypothesis Test Results
C
Identification of constraints in the involvemen for future food security. Based on the findings of this study, there is convincing rationale to conclude that much still need to be done to enhance youth's active participation in agricultural production. This study has identified inadequate credit facilities, low returns to agricultural investment, lack of access to tractors and other farming inputs as the major impediments. Other factors perceived as constraints by respondents include public perception of farmers, lack of basic knowledge of modern farming techniques. All these problem areas must be looked into in order to encourage greater participation of youth in agricultural production. Specifically, the study recommends the following as policy implications:
(1) Enhancement of youth's knowledge of basic farm new Agricultural Training Centers and strengthening of existing ones. Also, Agricultural Science should be made compulsory among secondary school students to boost knowledge of agriculture among youths, (2) Provision of credit facilities for youths commercial banks, and (3) Changing of people's ne public education.
